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STATE CONVENTION HERE

Catholic women tackle issues
Hear porno
talk by
ex-FBI man

By Betsy Kennedy
Voice staff writer

Blessed are the peacemakers for they
shall be called the children of God..."
Matthew 5:7

Holding up a copy of "Hustler"
magazine, former FBI agent William
Kelly showed the women, most of
whom are grandmothers and mothers,
the color photograph of a mock
crucifixion of a woman.

"The biggest purchasers of these
porn magazines are the 12-17 year-
olds," Kelly told the audience, many of
whom registered surprise at his
statement.

Pornography was only one of the
many topics addressed by more than
200 women who attended the seventh
bicnnal conference of the Florida
Council of Catholic Women at the
Konover Hotel in Miami Beach last
week. The women from around the
state also listened to experts on migrant
labor, pro-life, and family life, during
two days of presentations on the theme,
"Peace in Today's World."

Long-time crusaders against
enemies of peace and morality in their
dioceses throughout Florida, many of
the FCCW members agreed that until
they heard a panel of experts talk at the
conference, they had not been aware of
the extent of the pornography problem.

"This porn issue shook many of us
up...took us by surprise. We had
always felt we couldn't do much about
it and had stayed laid back. You hear
about drug abuse and abortion almost
every day, but not pornography...I
believe it's time we get more
involved..." said Helen Nowels, pub-
licity chairman for the Miami Arch-
diocesan Council of Catholic Women.

Priestly balance
Father Jim Vitucci demonstrates the famous Russian squat dance which all
priests learn at the seminary in case they should ever appear on television's
"Dance Fever.' It also helps make young people like Laura Rivera laugh at a
recent Youth Night at the Schott Memorial Center for the Deaf and
Handicapped in Davie. (Voice photo by Prent Browning) JJ

"Our councils already had
pornography committees..but we've
learned a great deal from the panel and
will be taking even stronger action in the
future," added Joyce Masso, conference
coordinator and Vice President of
FCCW.

In his hard-hitting talk, Kelly warned

the group that complacency and
passivity are the biggest allies of the
pomographer.

"The wheels have been greased by
new public awareness of the influx of
child pornography, but for the most
part, communities are far too passive
about what is going on in adult book

and videotape stores, strip shows, and
other marketplaces where porn festers,"
he said.

Although this state has a strong
pornography law, it is the interpretation
and enforcement of the law which is
weak, he explained.

"In order for something to be
(continued on page 12)

St. Thomas U. celebrates 25th
By Prent Browning

Voice staff writer
A forward looking university

recently spent a day looking backward,
celebrating not only its spiritual roots
but an important anniversary in the life
of the institution.

St. Thomas University in Miami
celebrated not only its 25th anniversary
Sept. 21 but also the 1600th
anniversary of the conversion of St.
Augustine and the 500th anniversary of
the birth of St. Thomas of Villanova.

A Mass was concclcbratcd in
honor of this infrequent coincidence of
round numbers by Archbishop Edward
McCarthy, Auxiliary Bishop Norbert
Dorsey, St. Thomas President, Fr.
Patrick O'Neill, and the Prior of the
Augustinians for the university
community, Fr. Jim MacDougall, in
the Convocation Hall of the school's
new library.

Hundreds of faculty,
administrators, students and well-
wishers attended the Mass which was
an occasion to reflect on the origins and

'We want our students
\here to leave not only
with economic

\security...We want to
expand their horizons

\so they'll constantly
seek after this deeper

I meaning in their lives'
Fr. Jim MacDougall

ultimate purpose of the rapidly
expanding Augustinian university.

St. Thomas University, originally
named Biscayne College, was chartered
in 1961 and incorporated many of the
Augustinian priests who had taught at
St. Thomas of Villanova University in
Havana and had fled Cuba after Castro
closed the university.

Archbishop McCarthy praised at the
Mass the school's local involvement and
the commitment of its president and
faculty who he said are like St.Augustine

in their dedication to the church and
community.

"I know that I speak for everyone,"
the Archbishop said, "when we say how
grateful we are for the dynamic leader-
ship and the integral part of our faith
life in the community that St. Thomas
University is."

Of course, none of this would have
been possible without the original en-
lightenment of St. Augustine himself
and it was noted by speakers the
influence that one event, in this case the
conversion of St. Augustine, can have
on history even over 1,000 years later.

Fr. MacDougall spoke of the long
search for happiness and meaning that
St. Augustine underwent.

He lived with a mistress for many
years and fell in with a group called the
Manichees, who Fr. MacDougall
compared to the "Moonies" in their
emphasis on secret, mystical knowledge
that only initiates can share.

"Finally he went off to Rome and
became a professor of Rhetoric taking a
more prestigious position when one

opened up in Milan. He went to hear St.
Ambrose (bishop of Milan and
prominent theologian). Slowly but
surely he became enamored of what St.
Ambrose said and he began his search
with more frantic efforts."

Eventually in 386 came his famous
conversion. He was in a garden and
heard some children singing "pick up
and read", "pick up and read".

"There was a book in the garden,"
continued Fr. MacDougall, "it was the
letter of Paul to the Romans and the
first thing he read there was the passage
'let us not live our lives in carousing,
drunkedness, or sexual excess and lust,
nor in quarelling and jealousy, rather put
on the Lord Jesus Christ.'"

"He said, 'That's the answer. I
know I can't do it myself. But if I turn
myself over to Christ and let Christ live
my life, let him live in me, then all
things are possible.'"

Like St. Augustine, St. Thomas of
Villanova, a 16th century Augustinian,
was also known for his "piety and
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