
Christ The King and the world today
Dearly Beloved in Christ:
I want to offer a few reflections to you

about Christ, our Savior and the world we
live in today.

When the Feast of Christ the King was
first announced less than half a century ago,
its significance became quickly apparent.
While there had been wars throughout
history and countless examples of man's
inhumanity to man in defiance of God's law,
in the mid-twenties it first became apparent
that nations usually identified as Christian
were determined to cast off religion's
guidance and influence. Christ's right to rule
them was being challenged.

When Pope Pius XI, in 1925, directed the
Catholic world to observe the new Feast of
Christ the King, Russian Communism was
only seven years old. Hardly anyone then
realized it offered the first international
movement designed to replace Christianity

V

with atheism and God with the superman.
Adolph Hitler at that time was mulling over
the form and content of "Mein Kampf."
Mussolini was attempting to weave fascism
into daily life in Italy.

IN OTHER COUNTRIES in those bleak,
often despairing years after World War I, it
became increasingly clear also that
traditional forms of morality were breaking
down and affecting individuals and families.
And a new phenomenon was noticed. People
everywhere described the "isms" of the day,
nazism, communism, fascism, as grossly
inhuman, but found subtly attractive in their
own lives, the very same type of flexible
morality popularized by the dictators.

Now a generation later, with all the
leaders of those fearful years dead, if not
forgotten, their philosophy lives on in various
forms of respectability and acceptance.
Many individuals are rejecting Christ today-
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HUMAN Development Campaign provides assistance for the impoverished,
uneducated, jobless and those who lack medical care. Above, a social
worker befriends a youngster in the inner-city low-income area of
Cincinnati as the city's skyline is reflected in the glass.

A Thanksgiving story
of dreams comes true

By JOHN DE GROOT
This is a Thanksgiving story:
Thanksgiving for the forgotten men of

Miami . . . the flotsam and jetsam of a
golden tourist world of sunlight and palm
trees.

Thanksgiving for the homeless, helpless
and hopeless — some familiar faces, some
new faces. Men temporarily jobless, others
too ill to work — a scattering of winos,
drifters and snowbirds.

Thanksgiving for the forgotten men of
Miami, then:

What does it mean?
WHAT really matters is a dream of

yesterday . . . the way they remember it as
it was in their childhood, not truly the way it
was . . . rather a memory drifting down
through the years until it has become a
shimmering illusion of innocence and
security, love and a family together.

So why should we care?
Consider the dream . . . the

Thanksgiving dream of the street creatures
of the Magic City.

The snow was crisp and it made clean
and delightful sounds as you walked on it.
The air was cold and pure . . . almost the
perfume of Winter arriving. There were the
preparations: the reluctant washings of

ears; the stiff and Sunday-best suits; the
waiting. . . always the waiting.

And there was the coming together, the
time of love: the bear-hugging, sweet-
smelling aunts; the back-slapping uncles
who called you "my big man"; the nieces
and nephews staging a children's circus of

(continued on page 12}

and giving Him no place in their lives. They
have adopted a life style which leaves no
room for any authority, either gods, the
families, or the states. The Commandments
have been replaced by personal codes of
preference or taste. Some want to live by
love, but without sacrifice, to enjoy all
privileges of living without any of its
responsibilities. So many have lost sight of
the Christian final goal, and wander without
purpose and without peace.

Nevertheless, despite this widespread
crisis in faith, there are reasons to believe
that restless youth and disillusioned adults
are beginning to sense again that they cannot
go on without a leader, that Christ has the
remedy for their ills. Some who have drifted
far away are turning again, perhaps in what
appeared to be strange ways, to seek His
guidance and to find in Him meaning for
their lives. They may not yet call Him King,
but they have taken the first hesitant steps
towards enlisting His service.

MOREOVER, across the earth there are
still the many who have been living
peacefully with the conviction that Christ,
the King, alone can meet the deepest
aspirations for modern man rightfully
concerned about the quest of freedom. Their
bonds of slavery were severed by the
conviction the truth can set them free.
Therefore, they have reason to understand
that He truly is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life. They find help in overcoming their
prejudice against some, their revulsion for
others, by remembering he identified
Himself with the very least of humanity.

Nor are they faint-hearted in following
Him because of a clause in the contract
which demands that the Christian deny
himself, take up his cross daily and follow
Him. So many in our times are learning the
hard way, that human life demands constant
self denial, and society itself depends for its
preservation on willing self-discipline.
Authority in Christ is respected. Not only

because he came to serve, but because it is
unlike the rigid authority of the Pharisees
who would stone the adulteress, and it is a
contradiction of,, the permissiveness of the
self-indulgent, whose only role is their
appetite.

So, dear friends, we welcome this great
feast as an opportunity to renew our faith in
our King. And while fidelity to Him in our
daily lives always will be the final proof that
we truly accept Him and follow Him as our
King, we need from time to time to make a
public profession of our faith.

Accordingly I am suggesting that all
parishes on the feast of Christ the King have
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
throughout the day, or, if this is not feasible,
because of Mass schedules, to arrange a
Holy Hour at which parents and children and
all parishioners can gather together to pay
homage to Our Lord. We sorely need to beg
His blessing on nations and individuals
everywhere, that His Kingship may be
recognized and accepted.

DEVOTEDLY YOURS IN CHRIST

ARCHBISHOP OF MIAMI

Human development
drive to fight poverty

Specific self-help projects aimed at
eliminating the causes of poverty throughout
the nation will benefit from the second
annual collection of the Campaign for
Human Development which will be taken up
in churches and chapels of the Archdiocese
of Miami and elsewhere in the United States
on Sunday, Nov. 21.

In a letter to the priests, religious, and
faithful of South Florida, Archbishop
Coleman F. Carroll urged them to make a
real sacrifice in their gifts, noting that "As
we approach our national day of gratitude to
God for His many blessings and favors, I
encourage you to follow the mandate of love
by our Blessed Lord to His Apostles and
make a real sacrifice in your gift to the
poor."

Father John J. Nevins, Archdiocesan
Director for the campaign, has emphasized
the "grim picture" of a total of 25.4 million

poor people in a nation which has the
economic, technological and scientific
means to abolish human deprivation.

"THE FACT IS that a man is poor when
he lacks choice," Father Nevins said, "and
he is poor when he is powerless to control his
own destiny. The poor man is one who is
trapped in the spirit-crushing circle of
malnutrition, doomed by a lack of education,
subhuman housing, inadequate medical
facilities and the general neglect caused by
an affluent society's indifference."

He also stressed that although money is
definitely needed to end poverty that money
is not alone the answer because poverty is
not simply a lack of money. "It is a symptom
of deeper social disorders, highly complex
and many-faceted," he explained, adding
that there is a critical need today for an all-
out attack on the root conditions which breed
poverty.

"We need to attack hunger, slum
housing, poor schooling, disease and
ignorance, loneliness and alienation," the
Archdiocesan Director of Catholic Charities
continued. "But the greatest need of all is for
people who care. We need people who are
concerned that 40 per cent of the poor people
in this country are children under 18 years of
age. That's over 10 million youngsters who
need care.

"WE NEED PEOPLE who are concern-
(Continued on page 22J
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$10,000 check for
Camillus House is
presented to Edwin
Tucker , A r c h -
diocesan director of
Community Ser-
vices, by Arch-
bishop Coleman F.
Carroll, to insure
that thousands will
enjoy Thanksgiving
At left, Brother
Kevin, surveys the
pantry.


