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WASHINGTON — (NC) —

The Holy See has granted are-
quest of the National Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops to es-
tablish in the United States the
permanent diaconate for mar-
ried and unmarried men of
mature years in those areas
where they are needed. Bishop
Joseph L. Bernardin, general
secretary of NCCB, announced
here.

The permission, granted by
Pope Paul VI on the recom-
mendation of the Sacred Con-
gregation of the Sacraments in
Rome, provides:

o That, with the consent of
the local bishop, the permanent
diaconate may be established
where needed.

o That it can be conferred
only on married and unmarried
men of mature years.

o That married men who re-
ceive the diaconate cannot re-
marry if they later become wid-
owers.

o That unmarried men who
receive the diaconate cannot
marry afterwards.

Although unmarried men of
25 years of age or older are
eligible for the permanent diac-

onate, the NCCB has decided
that the first diaconal can-
didates must be mature men, 35
years of age or older, either
married or unmarried.

At least a two-year program
of training is suggested before
the diaconate is conferred upon
a candidate.

Now that the Holy See has
acceded to the request of the
NCCB, the bishops' conference
is establishing a standing com-
mittee for the permanent diac-
onate, in accordance with
guidelines and general resolu-
tions approved at the Spring

general meeting of NCCB.
Bishop Ernest L. Unter-

koefler of Charleston has been
named temporary chairman of
this standing committee, to
serve until a regular election by
the general membership of the
conference can be held. Such
general elections are required
for the final selection of all
NCCB standing committee
chairmen.

Only bishops can be members
of NCCB committee, and five
bishops, including the chair-
man, will make up the new
group. However, four priests,

named to represent various sec-
tions of the country, will serve
as consultants to the committee.
The committee, as soon as it is
possible, is expected to select
four permanent deacons to as-
sist it, and one such deacon
will serve as secretary to the
committee.

Also, the committee will de-
cide upon the need for and
number of others to help in its
work, and on the advisability
of including laymen and wom-
en in this group. It will have
the authority to invite the aid
of experts, Religious and lay.
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Columbus Day Mass To Be

Celebrated In Bayfront Park
Pontifical Mass celebrated in Bayfront Park

Bandshell at 11 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 12 by Arch-
bishop Coleman F. Carroll and the unveiling of a
memorial monument sent to the City of Miami by
Spain, will highlight South Florida's observance of
Columbus Day.

Father Xavier Morras, pastor, Sacred Heart
Church, Homestead, will preach during the Mass,
requested by the City of Miami and the Latin Amer-
ican Consular Corps.

Archbishop Carroll will give the blessing during
dedication ceremonies for the 15-ft. bronze and
granite memorial at 3 p.m. at the entrance to the
Garden of the Americas on Watson Island on the
north side of MacArthur Causeway.

GREAT NAVIGATOR, Christopher Columbus will
be honored during a variety of activities .
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Senior Citizen Housing
Will Be Blessed Today

Archdiocesan 'Task Force'
Approves General Goals

The newly-created Archdioc-
esan Task Force-For Urban
Problems moved into action
this week approving four gen-
eral goals and establishing
plans for three standing com-
mittees on employment and ed-
ucation, housing and environ-
ment, and health and welfare.

Although the permanent
members of the three commit-
tees had not been set, the task
force personnel were in theproc-
ess of selecting the areas in
which they wished to serve, ac-
cording to Ed Tucker, coordi-
nator of the board.

The four goals which were
approved at the first meeting
were designed "specifically for
the Catholic religious commun-
ity" and were aimed at using
the immediate resources of the
Church to deal with the prob-
lems of urban living.

The first of them called for
"total eradication of any ele-
ments of discrimination in our
parishes, schools, hospitals,
homes for the aged and similar
institutions."

During the meeting, there
was considerable discussion of
the topic, and most of the task
force agreed with Father Oliver
Kerr that "most of theelements
of discrimination were gone
from the parishes" and other
Church-oriented institutions.

The members also gave ap-
proval to a clause which would
stress "fulfillment of the Chris-
tian duty to use our resources
responsibly and generously in
view of the urgent needs of the
poor."

Cooperation with other re-
ligious bodies "and with civic
groups in building bridges of
understanding which will link

Americans of every color" was
the third aim approved during
the session.

The Task Force also pledged
to encourage, support and iden-
tify "with the efforts of thepoor
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Abp. Carroll In Appeal
For PAVLA Volunteers

A call to married or single
men and women of South Flo-
rida to serve as Papal Volun-
teers for Latin America was
issued this week by Archbishop
Coleman F. Carroll.

"Already this program has
sent over 800 lay men and lay
women to Latin America. These
people donate their every talent

and energy for a period of
three years to assist the Latin
American leaders in their pro-
grams for progress," said
Archbishop Carroll, who is the
acting chairman of the U. S.
Bishops' Committee for Latin
America. The Archbishop em-
phasized that "much remains
to be done."

"This is an appeal," the
Archbishop said, for teachers
nurses, medical technicians and
social workers, for persons who
can organize credit unions or
farm cooperatives,. who can
work and missionary en-
deavors."

One of the largest groups of
laity who have assisted people

(Continued on Page 26)

POMPANO BEACH — St.
Elizabeth Gardens, first apart-
ment project for senior citizens
sponsored by the Archdiocese
of Miami, will be blessed at 4
p.m. today (Friday) by Arch-
bishop Coleman F. Carroll.

Recently completed at 801
NE 33 rd St on property ad-
joining St. Elizabeth Church
and within a short distance
from shopping centers, beach-
es, and recreation areas, the
project provides 150 reason-
able-cost one-bedroom apart-
ments already occupied by per-
sons 62 years of age or older.

Completely modern facil-
ities are incorporated in the de-
velopment built through Fed-
eral loan funds amounting to
$1,881,000 and monies pro-
vided by the Archdiocese.

A second such project will be
constructed in the Sunny Isles
area, just north of Miami
Beach, in the near future

Sunny Isle Tower, Inc. will
be a seven-story, 224 unit struc-
ture for which a mortgage loan
in the amount of $2.6 million
was recently approved by the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development. The
Archdiocese will donate addi-
tional funds for the construc-
tion of the building.
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A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW of HemisFair 1968 in San Antonio, Texas, which might provide some excellent
tips (or planners of Florida's hogged-down Interama project. For story and pictures, see pages 14, 15.


